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Abstract  

Corruption has continued to pose a challenge to the development of most societies worldwide, 

especially in developing countries. This phenomenon retards development by hindering 

government action, weakening institutional effectiveness, and misapplying economic and societal 

development. The work analysed the association between corruption and national development, 

highlighting the contribution of Social Studies Education in tackling corruption as an ailment. The 

work defined corruption as the misuse of public power for personal gain. Forms of corruption 

include bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, political corruption, and electoral corruption. The social 

effects of corruption on development include poverty and unemployment, the lack of democratic 

processes, the ineffectiveness of public services, and the deterioration of morality and security. 

The paper sees national development as the process of attaining economic prosperity, social 

equality and justice, political stability and a better quality of life. Social Studies education has been 

presented as an interdisciplinary discipline designed to produce competent and good citizens of a 

nation. The paper advocates the teaching and learning of social studies to instil good behaviour, 

enable students to develop civic responsibility and a sense of duty, inculcate civic competence, 

build critical capacity and ethical attitudes towards the problem of corruption. It can be said that 

an efficient Social Studies Education will produce a moral society capable of solving the problem 

of corruption and thus pave the way for sustainable development of a nation. 

Keywords: Corruption, National Development, Social Studies Education, Civic Education, Moral 

Values. 
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Introduction 

Corruption remains one of the greatest challenges to many developing and developed countries 

around the world today. It weakens political stability, threatens democratic institutions, destroys 

public trust, stifles economic development, impedes sustainable national development, etc. 

Corruption refers to the misuse of entrusted power, position or public office for personal benefit 

(Transparency International, 2023). The various types of corruption include bribery, 

embezzlement, nepotism, fraud, examination malpractice, money laundering, electoral 

malpractice, favouritism, and abuse of office. 

In many African countries, including Nigeria, governance, education, health services, 

infrastructure development, security of life and property, and national development are victims of 

corruption (Achebe, 2012). Resources meant for development end up in the pockets of corrupt 

officials, thereby increasing poverty, unemployment, social injustice, and inequality among 

citizens. It also weakens citizens' faith in public institutions and promotes immorality within 

society. 

National development, on the other hand, is described as the improvement of a nation's political, 

economic, social, technological, educational, and cultural aspects, as well as those of its citizens. 

It includes sustainable growth, good governance, social justice, national economic prosperity, 

national unity and high quality of life (Todaro & Smith, 2021). Without eliminating rampant or 

institutionalised corruption, no nation can achieve any meaningful development. 

Education is considered a tool for social change and national development. Among all school 

subjects, Social Studies Education holds a unique importance, promoting values, civic education, 

responsible behaviour, patriotism, ethical conduct, critical thinking, and so on (Mezieobi et al., 

2018, Ekpoto et al., 2024). It aims to prepare learners for effective citizenship, which will help 

reduce or eradicate corruption and promote accountability and a sense of nation-building. This 

paper aims to review the concepts of corruption and national development, the causes and effects 

of corruption, and the role of social studies education in the fight against corruption and in building 

a virile nation. 

Concept of Corruption 

Corruption refers to the dishonest, illegal or unethical behaviour of a person vested with public 

office, authority or status by virtue of which he improperly uses it for personal or group gain 

(Transparency International, 2023). This is when individuals entrusted with the responsibility have 

broken the moral and legal code to serve their selfish interests. 

According to the World Bank (2020), corruption means the abuse of public office for private gain. 

Corruption occurs across the political, economic, social, religious, judicial, and even educational 

sectors. It is categorised as: 
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1. Bribery: Offering or receiving money, gifts, or benefits to achieve special, inappropriate, 

or illegal favours. 

2. Embezzlement: The theft of assets by a person or organisation entrusted with their care. 

3. Nepotism and favouritism: Giving an appointment or privilege based on relationship rather 

than suitability. 

4. Electoral corruption: This refers to buying or selling votes or cheating during elections. 

5. Examination malpractice: This refers to cheating during tests through the leakage of 

examination question papers, impersonation, examination bribery, and collusion, among 

other methods. 

6. Abuse of office: the misuse of an official position. 

7. Money laundering: the concealment of funds obtained illegally. 

Causes of Corruption 

There are numerous factors contributing to corrupt practices, some of which include: 

1. Greed and materialism: Many people are greedy and covetous of money and position. It 

pushes many citizens to desire quick wealth at all costs (Achebe, 2012). 

2. Poverty and unemployment: A high level of poverty and unemployment pushes citizens to 

engage in corruption to survive.  

3. Weak institutions: Ineffective institutions, such as a corrupt, indiscipline, and politically 

weak legal system and weak security forces, enable widespread, unchecked corruption. 

(World Bank, 2020).  

4. Bad leadership: Poor leadership creates a negative attitude among the citizenry, which 

breeds corruption among all its citizens and officials.  

5. Moral decadence: The general erosion of honesty, accountability, responsibility, 

uprightness, etc. in society.  

6. Lack of transparency and accountability. When government officials and their operations 

are not open and accessible to the public, there is a greater scope for officials to exploit 

public offices and resources for private gain.  

7. Poor civic education: Lack of moral education and civic consciousness about national and 

social responsibility. 

Concept of National Development 

National development is defined as continuous improvement in a nation's political, social, 

educational, technological, cultural, and economic well-being and that of its citizens (Todaro & 

Smith, 2021). It embodies economic growth, improved social services, job creation, political 

stability, social justice and development. Some of the attributes of national development are: 
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1. Economic development 

2. Political stability 

3. Educational development 

4. Technological innovation 

5. Social justice 

6. National unity 

7. Security of lives and properties 

8. Good governance. 

National development is possible if it takes place in an atmosphere where accountability, 

transparency, justice and moral responsible leadership exist. 

Effects of Corruption on National Development 

Corruption has a lot of devastating impact on national development, some of which are: 

1. Economic Underdevelopment: Corruption discourages investors from entering developing 

economies by increasing transaction costs and uncertainty. Revenue collected from citizens 

through taxes is usually siphoned into private accounts by public officials, making it 

impossible to provide or maintain infrastructure such as roads, schools, and hospitals 

(World Bank, 2020). 

2. Increase in Poverty and Unemployment: The siphoning of public funds intended for 

poverty reduction through job creation leads to mass unemployment and poverty among 

citizens. 

3. Weak Democratic Institutions: Weak rule of law and poor leadership enable a corrupt 

political class to manipulate democratic processes to remain in power, thereby deteriorating 

political institutions and eroding public trust. 

4. Poor Educational Systems: The educational sector suffers in the hands of the corrupt, as 

examination systems are rife with malpractice and certificates can be bought (forged), 

thereby rendering the system ineffective, resulting in poor-quality learning and graduates 

who are incompetent. 

5. Deterioration of National Security: Poor governance, bred by corruption, may give rise to 

internal conflicts, and the inability of the state to address critical social problems effectively 

may foster terrorist and militant groups, armed robbery, and so on. 

6. Loss of Public Trust: A nation where officials and leaders steal public resources will see 

citizens develop a complete lack of faith in their public institutions and government. 
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7. Moral Decadence: The country begins to develop in a way that leads to a total lack of 

regard for morality; dishonesty and corruption are embraced as a way of life among 

citizens. 

Concept of Social Studies Education 

Social Studies is a composite discipline that aims to equip learners with the necessary values, 

attitudes, skills, and knowledge to understand and analyse their social environment and to develop 

a sense of responsible citizenship (Mezieobi et al., 2018). 

The subject matter of Social Studies education centres on the examination of human relationships, 

issues in society, culture, governance, citizenship, values, and national development, with a view 

to instilling moral, patriotic, responsible, and informed citizens in the nation. 

Social Studies education encourages civic competence, national consciousness, positive moral 

values, critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and peaceful coexistence, amongst others, in 

learners (NERDC, 2020). 

Objectives of Social Studies Education 

The main aims of Social Studies education are to: 

1. Encourage responsible citizenship. 

2. Promote moral values and good conduct. 

3. Foster patriotism and national unity. 

4. Encourage problem-solving and critical thinking skills. 

5. Raise awareness on issues affecting society and proffer solutions. 

6. Promote respect for human rights and the rule of law. 

7. Encourage positive regard for democracy and peaceful existence.  

8. Imbibe integrity, accountability and honesty in students. 

Role of Social Studies education in fighting Corruption and National Development 

Social Studies has an indispensable role to play in the fight against corruption and to attain the 

desired national development in every nation. 

1. Provision of Moral Values: Social Studies provides a platform for learning virtues such as 

honesty, accountability, responsibility, justice, integrity, fairness, tolerance, and discipline 

(Adams et al., 2025; Mezieobi et al., 2018; Nkanu et al., 2024). The knowledge and 

understanding of these virtues foster a sense of uprightness in learners and abhor 

corruption. When learners are exposed to learning built around moral values, they are more 

likely to develop positive feelings toward good governance, accountability, and integrity. 

2. Citizenship education: The subject matter has the potential to nurture and train responsible 

citizens who would not compromise on their social responsibility and respect the rule of 



Corruption And National Development: The Role of Social Studies Education 
Amina P. Adams & John, Glory Peter 

 

109 

 

law in relation to democratic governance and human rights (NERDC, 2020; Nwafor et al., 

2024a; Nwafor et al., 2024b). Responsible citizens tend to repudiate corruption.  

3. Developing Critical Thinking Skills: Social Studies helps to instil critical thinking ability 

in learners. A critical-minded student would always question what is happening around 

them and be less susceptible to fraud and deceit, which are inherent features of corrupt 

practices.  

4. Promoting National consciousness: Social Studies education instils patriotism, national 

integrity and loyalty in students toward their nation and fellow countrymen. Citizens who 

would put the interests of the nation above their own would not compromise on what they 

perceive as their civic duty.  

5. Teaching Accountability and Transparency: Through Social Studies, learners are made to 

appreciate the importance of good governance through accountability, transparency, and 

uprightness.  

6. Encouraging respect for the rule of Law: Social studies education teaches respect for the 

laws of the land, human rights, and democratic values to fight all kinds of unethical 

practices and corruption in society.  

7. Creating awareness of the consequences of Corruption: The curriculum is designed to help 

learners understand the effects of corruption on our social development across areas such 

as education, health, security, and the economy. It makes students aware of how to embrace 

anti-corruption behaviour in society.  

8. Promoting Peaceful Coexistence: Corruption often leads to social disorder, instability and 

conflict. It causes societal inequity and creates problems for its citizens. It is necessary to 

teach learners the skills that enhance peaceful coexistence among all segments of society.  

9. Preparing for Leadership roles: Students are expected to grow into leaders someday, so 

they are taught to see themselves as future leaders who are duty-bound to uphold the 

principles of transparency and accountability. Ethical leadership, being key to national 

development, requires that leaders at the helm of affairs be good moral agents.  

10. Encouraging Community Participation: Learners are to be actively involved in civic 

activities, community service, and various reforms aimed at building a strong nation 

through Social Studies Education. 

Strategies to be adopted in Using Social Studies Education to Fight Corruption 

1. Integration of Anti-corruption Education into the curriculum: Teachers should be made to 

include various aspects of values, civic and integrity studies into the curriculum to be taught 

in schools. 
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2. Provision of quality education: Quality teaching materials, as well as teachers with the 

required pedagogical expertise in civic and moral education, are important for the efficient 

delivery of the subject matter. 

3. The use of participative teaching methods: Interactive and participatory methods such as 

discussions, debates, role-playing, simulations, and group activities should be applied in 

the teaching of values to children. 

4. Good role models: Teachers and adults must strive to be worthy role models for children 

by practicing the morals and ethics they teach. 

5. Establish an anti-corruption club in schools: Schools can introduce clubs focused on ethics 

and citizenship. 

6. Collaboration between the school and other agents of socialisation: Parents, Government 

and communities should be supportive of school programs on civic education and good 

moral upbringing. 

7. Encourage civic engagement among students: Students need to learn through doing by 

participating in projects that promote social reform. 

Challenges in the teaching of Social Studies Education for combating Corruption 

Some of the barriers hindering Social Studies Education in the fight against corruption in Nigeria 

are: 

1. Inadequate funding for education: The education sector is underfunded, failing to ensure 

the quality and standards required. 

2. Unqualified teachers: Some Social Studies teachers lack the required professional 

background or expertise to positively influence students’ morals and civic responsibilities. 

3. Corruption in schools: The occurrence of fraud, examination malpractice, and extortion in 

the school environment undermines the anti-corruption measures taught. 

4. Negative societal influences: The attitudes of leaders, parents, the mass media, and society 

generally toward corruption make children less interested in fighting corruption. 

5. Poor implementation of educational policy: The lack of proper implementation has 

hindered most of our character and civic education programs. 

Conclusion 

Corruption is regarded as one of the major problems militating against the national development 

of nations like Nigeria. It weakens democratic institutions, undermines the economy, impoverishes 

people, damages public trust and morality and disrupts the entire social order. It is only when there 

is absolute honesty, transparency, rule of law, accountability and integrity that a nation can attain 

full social development. 
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Social Studies Education is an indispensable tool for the fight against corruption. The subject 

matter helps students imbibe positive morals and values, fosters civic responsibility, promotes 

critical thinking and patriotism, inculcates a sense of accountability and transparent leadership, 

and encourages the rule of law, thus creating a good basis for the fight against corruption. 

Thus, there is a need for strong commitment from government, schools, families, communities, 

and all stakeholders to social studies education to produce citizens of high integrity and morality 

who will positively impact the nation's development and change the face of corruption. 
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